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overlying sediments, by gravity surveys to more precisely delineate the size
and shape of the domes, and by an evaluation of remote sensing data to
identify any lineaments that may occur in the vicinity of the domes. In some
instances, repeated precise leveling has been done over the domes, and
tiltmeters have been installed in an effort to identify any possible current
uplift. Geologic Program Manager for the work is Law Engineering. Other
participants in this activity are the Texas Bureau of Economic Geology in
Texas, the U.S. Geological Survey and Louisiana State University in
Louisiana, and USGS and the University of Southern Mississippi in
Mississippi.

Planned Expansion of
Geologic Exploration

President Carter's policy statement on the radioactive waste manage-
ment program adopts an interim planning strategy focused on the use of
mined geologic repositories capable of accepting both waste from reprocess-
ing and unreprocessed commercial spent fuel.

In keeping with this policy, the Department of Energy has mounted an
expanded and diversified program of geologic investigations, which will
focus on locating and characterizing a number of potential repository sites in
a variety of different geologic environments with diverse rock types. To date,
these expanded studies have progressed only through the national survey of
diverse rock types, Plans for more focussed study of particular regions have
not yet been formulated as a basis for discussions with involved states. State
consultations will precede the regional siting studies and continue through-
out the converging process of identifying sites. When four or five sites have
been evaluated and found to be potentially suitable, one or more will be
selected for further development as a licensed full-scale repository.

NRC Confidence Rulemaking

DOE plans to present extensive testimony in a "Confidence Rule-
making" hearing to be held by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
''NRC). The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking announcing this proceeding, 44
fed. Reg. 61372 (1979), stated the purposes of the proceeding;

".. . the Commission has decided to undertake a generic reconsideration
of the radioactive waste question so that it can (I) reassess its confidence that
safe off-site disposal of radioactive waste from licensed facilities will be
available; (2) determine when any such disposal or off-site storage will be
available; and (3) if disposal or off-site storage will not be available untilpossible warping ofeld and laboratory investigations have been intensified on characterizing
